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1. SPOKE TO FAHMY TODAY MAKING POINTS CONTAINED REFTEL. 

1 EXPLAINED NO RESPONSE YET RECEIVED EROM IRAQIS RE 
UNDERSEC HABIB'S PROPOSED VISIT TO BAGHDAD, BUT WE 
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WOULD KEEP GOE INFORMED ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS. 

2. FAHMY OPINED WE WILL NOT GET AN ANSWER FROM GOT 
IN HIS VIEW, WE HAD MADE TWO MISTAKES: FIRST, AT VERY 
TIME IRAQIS INDICATED INTEREST IN IMPROVING RELATIONS, 

WE HAD PUBLICLY CITED THEM IN LETTER TO SENATOR JAVITS 
FOR SUPPORTING TERRORISM. WHETHER RIGHT OR WRONG, AND 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


FAHMY DID NOT QUESTION THAT THE IRAQIS ARE DOING SO, 

THIS ACTION WILL GET UP IRAQI DANDER. SECOND, WITHOUT 
ANY REELECTION ON HABIB, WE SHOULD HAVE PROPOSED THAT 
SECRETARY VANCE VISITED BAGHDAD. IF THIS WERE DONE, 

EAHMY SAID, SADDAM HUSSEIN'S RESPONSE WOULD BE POSITIVE. 

EAHMY THOUGHT THAT STOPOVER BY THE SECRETARY ESPECIALLY 
DESIRABLE AFTER USGS "FLIRTING" WITH ASAD, WHICH MAKES 
IRAQIS SUSPICIOUS. 

3. TO UNDO DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE DEBT'S LETTER TO SENATOR 
JAVITS, EAHMY PROPOSED THAT USINT BAGHDAD BE INSTRUCTED 
WITHOUT DELAY TO EXPLIAN TO HIGHEST LEVEL IRAQI OEEICIAL 
AVAILABLE WHY WE HAD HAD TO MAKE SUCH AN ANNOUNCEMENT. 

IE PERSUASIVE, THIS WOULD HELP TO "EARASE" BAD EEEECT OE 
DEBT'S ANNOUNCEMENT. IE SUCH AN EXPLANATION COULD BE 
ACCOMPANIED BY AN OEEER THAT SECRETARY WILLING STOPOVER 
IN BAGHDAD, THIS WOULD PUT THE BALL IN THE IRAQI COURT. 

IE SADDAM HUSSEIN AGREES, AS EAHMY THOUGHT HE WOULD, IT 
WOULD BE A BREAK-THROUGH. WHILE SUCH A STOPOVER MIGHT 
NOT MEAN AN AUTOMATIC ANNOUNCEMENT OE RESUMPTION DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS, IT WOULD BE THE EIRST SIGNEICANT STEP IN THIS 
DIRECTION. 

4. TOLD FAHMY THAT I DID NOT KNOW WHETHER THE SECRETARY'S 
TIGHT SCHEDULE WOULD ALLOW SUCH A STOPOVER. MOREOVER, IT 
CLEARLY DESIRABLE FIRST PROBLE IRAQI INTENTIONS THROUGH 
UNDERSEC HABIB'S PROPOSED VISIT BEFORE ENAGING SECRETARY'S 
PRESTIAGE. FAHMY COUNTERED THAT, WHILE THIS WOULD EARLIER 
HAVE BEEN SOUND APPROACH, SITUATION HAD CHANGED IN WAKE 
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OE DEBT'S LETTER TO SENATOR JAVITS. SOME EXTRAORDINARY 
EEEORT NOW NEEDED TO OVERCOME EFEECTS OE THAT LETTER. 

5. EAHMY ASKED THAT HIS SUGGESTIONS BE CONVYED TO THE 
SECRETARY, WHICH I AGREED TO DO. HE EXPRESSED APPRDCIA- 
TION EOR OUR WILLINGNESS KEEP EGYPTIANS INFORMED OE 
DEVELOPMENTS. I AGAIN THANKED HIM EOR EGYPTIAN EFEORTS ON OUR 
BEHALE. 

EILTSUNQTE CHRISTOPHER 
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